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Synopsis

Between 2010 and 2025, most of the countries of Latin America will commemorate two centuries of
independence, and Latin Americans have much to celebrate at this milestone. Most countries have
enjoyed periods of sustained growth, while inequality is showing modest declines and the middle
class is expanding. Dictatorships have been left behind, and all major political actors seem to have
accepted the democratic process and the rule of law. Latin Americans have entered the digital
world, routinely using the Internet and social media.These new realities in Latin America call for a
new introduction to its history and culture, which Latin America at 200 amply provides. Taking a
reader-friendly approach that focuses on the big picture and uses concrete examples, Phillip
Berryman highlights what Latin Americans are doing to overcome extreme poverty and
underdevelopment. He starts with issues facing cities, then considers agriculture and farming,
business, the environment, inequality and class, race and ethnicity, gender, and religion. His survey
of Latin American history leads into current issues in economics, politics and governance, and
globalization. Berryman also acknowledges the ongoing challenges facing Latin Americans,
especially crime and corruption, and the efforts being made to combat them. Based on decades of
experience, research, and travel, as well as recent studies from the World Bank and other agencies,
Latin America at 200 will be essential both as a classroom text and as an introduction for general

readers.
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Customer Reviews



"A brilliant book, by far the best of its kind on Latin America. Its emphasis on how Latin America has
changed in recent decades fills a yawning gap. This book is ideal for teaching because teaching, |
am certain, was its genesis. Students will love it." (John Charles Chasteen, Professor of Latin
American History, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and author of Born in Blood and Fire:
A Concise History of Latin America and Americanos: Latin AmericaA¢a -4,¢s Struggle for
Independence)"Phillip BerrymanA¢a -4,¢s penetrating and lively book offers a kaleidoscopic
perspective on Latin America as it enters its third century of independence. With something to offer
both specialists and those just beginning to study the region, the book takes on the challenges of
culture and globalizationA¢a -4 «from agriculture to religion to changing gender roles." (June

Carolyn Erlick, editor-in-chief, ReVista, the Harvard Review of Latin America)
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